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William S. "Buddy” Cox III, Esq. 
Environmental, Toxic Tort, Natural Resources & Brownfield Redevelopment Law 
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings, LLP 
Birmingham, Alabama 
 
Buddy Cox is well known for the depth and breadth of experience and knowledge he has accumulated in 
addressing environmental issues involving air, water, land and natural resources. He has represented 
clients before numerous federal and state trial and appellate courts and federal, state and local 
agencies. Buddy has defended toxic tort and property damage lawsuits ranging from a single individual 
claimant to over 20,000 plaintiffs in a consolidated action. He has also helped clients undertake a variety 
of remediation projects involving impacts to water, land and natural resources, has advised clients on 
permit requirements under federal and state laws governing air, water and land, and has defended 
citizen suits under a variety of environmental statutes. Chambers reported that his peers described him 
as an “outstanding lawyer, very knowledgeable of environmental law” and his clients valued his 
“incredible recall for details, good strategic mind, and proactive approach.” 
With over 30 years of hands-on experience as an environmental lawyer, Buddy strives to find pragmatic, 
practical and creative solutions to complex issues under various environmental laws and programs, 
including CERCLA/Superfund, RCRA, the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, NEPA, the Oil Pollution Act, 
TSCA and FIFRA and state counterparts. He has handled matters in all environmental media – water, air, 
land, waste and natural resources. Buddy routinely works with some of the leading experts in the fields 
of toxicology, epidemiology, hydrology, remediation, engineering, and medicine.  

A published author and frequent speaker on environmental compliance and enforcement issues, Buddy 
has been recognized as a leading environmental lawyer by Chambers USA. He is also listed in Mid-South 
Super Lawyers, The Best Lawyers in America® and Benchmark Litigation. 
 
 
Jim Fineis, P.G.  
President  
Total Vapor Solutions 
Alpharetta, Georgia 
 
Jim is the owner and president of Total Vapor Solutions. Total Vapor Solutions specializes in all aspects 
of vapor intrusion-related projects from work plan development, sample collection, risk analysis, and 
mitigation support. Projects have been completed in three countries and over 30 states. 
Jim has helped write the GA EPD petroleum vapor intrusion guidance and is currently assisting GA EPD in 
drafting vapor intrusion guidance for non-petroleum sites. Additionally, Jim is an instructor in the 
Hartman 2-day vapor intrusion class and a recent presenter in the LandScience webinar series. 
 
 
  



Jonathan P. Fleming, Ph.D., GISP 
Assistant Professor of Geography 
Department of Geography and Sociology 
Samford University 
Birmingham, Alabama 
 
Jonathan Fleming is an Assistant Professor of Geography and the Director of the new Online Graduate 
GIS Certificate in the M.S. in Environmental Management program at Samford University.  He earned a 
Ph.D. in Forest Resources and M.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Science from Mississippi State University and 
a B.S. in Geographic Information Science from the University of North Alabama.  He also holds 
certifications as a GIS Professional (GISP), ArcGIS Desktop Professional, and FAA Part 107 Remote Pilot 
for Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems.  Jonathan’s research typically involves application of GIS 
technology to contemporary environmental issues ranging from invasive species mapping to assessment 
of solar power potential.  He primarily develops and teaches a variety of introductory to advanced GIS 
courses, many specifically designed for environmental management professionals. 

 
Paul Hansen, P.E. 
Project Manager 
PPM Consultants, Inc. 
Birmingham, Alabama 
 
Mr. Hansen is a project manager in PPM’s Birmingham, AL office with 12 years of experience in the  
environmental field.  Mr. Hansen has a wide range of environmental experience; however, his 
concentrated area of expertise is in air permitting and compliance.  Other areas of expertise include air 
dispersion modeling, SPCC Plans, BMP/SWPP Plans, EPCRA Reporting, ISO 14001, and regulatory 
compliance.  Mr. Hansen also excels in providing multi-media environmental compliance audits with 
respect to the Clean Air Act (CAA), Clean Water Act (CWA), and the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act (RCRA).  Prior to joining PPM’s regulatory compliance team, Mr. Hansen worked as an air permit 
engineer with the Air Division of the Alabama Department of Environmental Management.  Mr. Hansen 
is responsible for client and regulatory agency communication, proposal and work plan preparation, and 
preparation of technical documents. 
 
 
John Hargraves, P.G.  
Nation Brownfields Director 
PM Environmental 
Decatur, Alabama 
 
John Hargraves is the National Manager of Brownfield and Economic Incentives at PM Environmental, 
Inc. and has served clients in over 15 states since 1989.   
He specializes in Brownfield redevelopment and economic incentives, environmental due diligence, 
Phase II Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs), remediation, and Leaking Underground Storage Tank 
(LUST) projects. Hargraves has directly managed over $30 million of municipal, state, and private 
contracts involving site characterization, initial remediation, remediation design, system maintenance 
and site monitoring involving impacts from petroleum, solvents, volatile compounds, metals, PCBs, and 
other materials.   
 



Areas of expertise 

Program manager for Brownfield grants throughout the Southeastern United States. Funds managed in 
excess of $4.5 million since 2008, which leveraged $20M+ in other incentives and redevelopment 
investment. 
Oversight of projects in state Brownfield voluntary programs throughout the Southeastern United 
States. Sites include landfills, textile mills, meat packing plants, car dealerships, service stations, historic 
sites, and a variety of manufacturing and industrial facilities. 
Community involvement and public meetings in communities where brownfield projects require public 
notice. Includes presentations before city councils, non-profits, local residents, as well as state and 
federal oversight staff. 
Senior Technical oversight of UST/AST releases within trust fund programs in Southeastern United States 
UST closure supervisor, site characterization, initial remediation, remediation design, remediation 
system maintenance and site monitoring. 
Managed state department of transportation contract for right of way planning and purchase (Phase I, 
Phase II ESAs and remediation projects). 
State consultant for assessment and cleanup of facilities in federal lust-trust funding programs. 
Managed state superfund contract involving site characterization, initial remediation, remediation 
design, remediation system maintenance, and site monitoring involving PCE, TCE and metals 
Plume delineation for toluene release at paint formulating facilities. 
Plume delineation for pesticide release. 
Experience with witness testimony involving releases and petroleum and risk local receptors. 
 
Education 
Tennessee Technological University B.S. Geology 
 
Registrations 
Professional Geologist State of Tennessee No. 4116 
Professional Geologist State of Alabama No. 701 
Registered Professional Geologist State of Georgia No. 1948 
Professional Geologist State of Florida No. 2541 
Registered Professional Geologist State of Mississippi No. 772 
Professional Geologist State of South Carolina No. 2557 
Professional Geologist State of North Carolina No. 2242 
 
Certifications 
OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120 40-hour Safety Training 
OSHA 29 CFR 1910.120 8-hour Annual Refresher Safety Training 
Meets the definition of Environmental Professional as defined in § 312.10 of 40 CFR 312 
 
 

  



Brian Harms, P.E.(WI), CIH 
Office Practice Leader – ECR 
TRC Companies 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
Brian Harms, P.E., CIH (Milwaukee, WI) is an Office Practice Leader in the TRC Office located in 
Milwaukee, WI and has been with TRC for 25 years.  In 1996, he graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin - Madison with a B.S. degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering.  He obtained his 
Wisconsin Professional Engineer's License for environmental engineering in 2002.  In 2005, he received 
his Certified Industrial Hygienist certification and has served as the President of the Wisconsin Section of 
the American Industrial Hygiene Association. As a consultant for TRC, Brian has specialized in industrial 
environmental compliance and indoor air quality.    

 
John B. D. Milledge, JD, PG 
V.P. of Project Management 
Action Environmental, LLC 
Birmingham, Alabama 
 
John is the founder of Action Environmental, LLC and currently serves as V.P. of Project Management.  
John’s environmental experience includes soil and groundwater remediation, waste characterization, 
management and transportation as well as facility compliance support.  In his current role of V.P. of 
Project Management, John’s responsibilities include business development, proposal preparation and 
review, financial performance of Action Environmental’s six (6) branch offices, and professional 
development of emerging leaders.   
 
Prior to forming Action Environmental, John served as an Environmental Scientist for Southern Natural 
Gas Company.  In this role, John was responsible for environmental compliance for 45 natural gas 
compressor stations located in eight states.  John began his career as a staff geologist with Bhate 
Engineering in 1982 in Birmingham, Alabama.   
 
John holds a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Natural Science and Mathematics from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) as well as a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Secondary Education from UAB.  
John is a past recipient of the UAB Excellence in Business Top 25 Award presented annually by the UAB 
National Honor Society. 
 
John earned his Juris Doctorate for the Birmingham School of Law in 2013.  John is a member of the 
Alabama State Bar and serves on the Executive Committee of the Environmental Law Section.  John is a 
frequent volunteer with the Birmingham Volunteer Lawyer Program. 
 
John is the cofounder of the Birmingham Environmental Professionals’ Association (BEPA) and the North 
Alabama Environmental Professionals’ Association (NEPA).   
 
Registrations 
Alabama Professional Geologist #407 
Mississippi Registered Professional Geologist #536 
Tennessee Licensed Professional Geologist #870 
Louisiana Professional Geoscientist #969 



Louis Montgomery, JD, PE 
Regulatory Director 
Bhate Environmental 
Birmingham, Alabama 
 
Education:  Wake Forest School of Law, Juris Doctor,1992 

Georgia Institute of Technology, Bachelor of Civil Engineering, 1978 
Years of Experience: 41 years’ Experience in Environmental Engineering and Consulting 
Registrations /  Professional Engineer in Alabama and North Carolina 
Certifications:  Admitted to the Bar in Alabama, Georgia and North Carolina 
 

 Mr. Montgomery is a professional engineer since 1984. He has over 41 years of experience in project and 
resource management and environmental compliance.  At Bhate Environmental Associates he has 
provided project management and civil engineering input, as well as quality assurance and quality control 
for projects including environmental assessments, environmental compliance audits, field investigations, 
waste disposal management, wetlands delineations, remediation system design, air quality monitoring, 
solid waste evaluations and management plans, and construction.   

He has developed and directed the development of SAPs, QAPs and SSHPs for projects involving private 
and DOD facilities throughout the U.S.  As the Regulatory Director at Bhate, he has been responsible for 
client services including Clean Air Act permitting, RCRA waste determination, management and compliance, 
TSCA compliance, NPDES permitting, Storm water management, Development of SPCC Plans and Best 
Management Practices Plans, Environmental compliance audits, Environmental indemnification 
agreements, Long range environmental planning and Brownfield Redevelopment. He has also provided 
review of project deliverables and documentation prepared by all Bhate employees in every section of 
the company.   

Mr. Montgomery has directed and managed studies, reports, designs, drawings, specifications, and bid 
documents at sites under RCRA and CERCLA nationwide.  Louis’ varied environmental experience includes 
work as a regulator with the Mississippi Bureau of Environmental Control, directing technical staff on 
RI/FS; site investigation plans; data analysis and interpretation; soil, water, groundwater and air sampling; 
treatment storage and disposal; permitting; and remedial plans and designs.   

Fuel Storage Tank Compliance Oversight and Documentation, Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Regulatory Director responsible for complaince oversight and reviewing reports to document current 
regulatory status for governmnet owned underground and aboveground fuel storatge tanks at 575 private 
facilities throughout the United States . Reviewed upgrade plans and completion documents and 
negotiated with state and federal regulators  related to tank repairs and regulatory conformance. 

Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plans and Spill Contingency Plans, Multiple Clients and 
Locations. Conducted site visits and prepared SPCC plans for fuel systems at multiple locations throughout 
the United States. Clients and locations included hospitals and related health care facilities owned by 
HealthSouth, the Pentagon, Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, South Carolina, Naval Support Activity 
Mid-South, Memphis, Tennessee, Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, Georgia, and various commercial and 
industrial facilities. Work included on-site review and direct oversight of those conducting on-site reviews 
and plan development and review to ensure conformance with current state and federal standards and 
requirements, review of spill scenarios and adequacy of spill contingency procedures. 



Asbestos Related Services, multiple clients. Provided review and regulatory oversight for absbestos 
surveys and abatement both for bhate  and third party contractors and commercial, industrial, state and 
federal facilities. Review has included sufficiency of sampling, abatement techniques, cleanance sampling 
and dispsoal. 

Lead-Based Paint Related Services, multiple clients. Provided review and regulatory oversight for lead-
based paint surveys and abatement both for Bhate  and third party contractors and commercial, industrial, 
state and federal facilities. Review has included sufficiency of sampling, abatement techniques, and 
dispsoal. 

Hazardous Waste Characterization, remediation and disposal, Various Clients. Provided regulatory 
oversight and cleanup plan development for hazardous wastes at commercial, industrial, state and federal 
facilites where hazardous wastes were generatedand or disposed of. Defined characterization 
proceedures and conducted regulatory negotiations to ensure proper handling, remediation and dispsoal 
of hazardous materials regulated by both the Reource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and the 
Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA)  

Compliance Audits, Various Clients. Conducted and reviewed regulatory compliance audits at active 
facilities related to internal due diligence and in response to enforcement actions brought by the USEPA 
and the Alabama Department of Environmental Management. Clients included Alabama Department of 
Transportation, the Defense Logistics Agency, private and public hospitals and private industries. Areas 
covered included USTs and ASTs; petroleum and chemical storage; hazardous waste generation, storage 
and disposal; process wastewater and storm water; air permitting; and community right-to-know 
reporting. 
 
 
Grady Moore, Esq. 
Chair, Environmental Law Group 
Balch & Bingham LLP 
Birmingham, Alabama 
 
Grady Moore, chair of Balch & Bingham’s Environmental Law practice group, focuses on Clean Air Act 
rulemaking, permitting, and compliance issues for the energy, wood products, chemical, and 
manufacturing industries. Grady litigates EPA and state agency rulemaking and enforcement actions and 
provides permitting and compliance advice on clients’ complex air regulatory issues, including Title V, 
New Source Review, EPCRA, New Source Performance Standards, National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards programs, and Hazardous Air Pollutants. He applies his science education and background to 
translate agency rulemakings and permit terms to the context of industry planning and operations. 
Grady has a Bachelor’s degree in physics and a J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law, where 
he was an editor of the Virginia Law Review. 

 

  



Trey Noland, PG 
Senior Technical Advisor 
PM Environmental 
Birmingham, Alabama 
 
Trey Noland is a Senior Technical Advisor with PM Environmental.  Noland has more than fifteen years 
of experience in the environmental consulting field. His diverse environmental experience includes the 
areas of due diligence, brownfield remediation, hazardous waste management, solid waste compliance, 
soil and groundwater remediation, facility environmental risk audits, and risk based corrective action.  
As Senior Technical Advisor, Noland is in charge of business development for the greater Birmingham 
region, including developing new clients, maintaining current contacts, and growing the market. Noland 
is also involved in project management by providing technical advice and reviewing reports. 
Noland obtained a B.A. in Geology from the University of Alabama and is a licensed Professional 
Geologist (P.G.) in Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee and Georgia. He has held various positions in the 
industry including Founder and Principal of Trek EC, Department Manager at Terracon Consultants, and 
Geologist II at the Alabama State Oil & Gas Board.  
 
 
Jeff Ramey 
Senior Project Manager 
TRC Companies 
Brookfield, Wisconsin 
 
Jeff has over 15 years of experience as a chemist in the environmental industry and has supported and 
managed PFAS investigations and negotiated with multiple regulatory agencies with absent or 
developing PFAS standards.  He regularly presents on PFAS at technical conferences and contributes to 
trade organizations and stakeholder groups concerned with emerging contaminant regulations and 
enforcement.  Jeff currently serves as the industry chairman for the Michigan Manufacturers 
Association’s (MMA) PFAS Work Group and developed TRC’s proprietary PFAS screening tool used for 
TRI reporting and due diligence. 

 
Phillip Voss, CPESC, CISEC, CESSWI 
Stormwater Group Manager 
Spectrum Environmental, Inc. 
Birmingham, Alabama 

Phillip joined Spectrum Environmental, Inc. in September of 2020 and currently serves as the 
Stormwater Group Manager. He earned his BA in English from Auburn University in 2011 and his MS in 
Environmental Policy and Management from American Public University in 2014. 

He previously worked as a Stormwater Inspector and Division NPDES Manager for D.R. Horton, Inc. – 
Birmingham Division. He holds certifications as a Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Controls 
(CPESC), Certified Inspector of Sediment and Erosion Controls (CISEC) and Certified Erosion, Sediment 
and Stormwater Inspector (CESSWI). He focuses on Industrial and Construction Stormwater permitting, 
drafting Construction Best Management Practice Plans and providing technical oversight on BMP 
design/implementation on land development/construction projects. 



Phillip enjoys spending time with his wife, Stephanie and their daughter, son and their boxer Berkeley, 
and hobbies which include playing bass guitar, flying drones and playing golf. 

Brent Watson 
Chief, Compliance and Enforcement Section 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) 
Land Division 
Montgomery, Alabama 
 
Brent Watson graduated from Auburn University in Montgomery in 1998 with a degree in Environmental 
Science.  He began his career at ADEM in 1998 where he has worked in various areas of the Department, 
including aquatic assessment within the Department’s Field Operations Division, permitting, compliance, 
and enforcement activities within the Department’s Air Division, and various compliance, enforcement, 
and remediation activities within the Land Division.  He is currently the Chief of the Compliance and 
Enforcement Section in the Industrial Hazardous Waste Branch where he oversees hazardous waste 
compliance and enforcement, and the special waste preapproval program with the ADEM-Land Division.    

 


